Dear Friends-Thank you for joining us at the 25th annual Enchanted Skies Star Party! With this
first-ever report, we’re distributing recent news from the Magdalena Astronomical
Society that we hope will interest you. The MAS, Inc., is an all-volunteer
organization that only recently began operating the ESSP. The event has in fact
been run by a small team of dedicated astronomers and educators for a quarter
century. ESSP is fortunate to have found a supportive home near the Village of
Magdalena, close to the iconic VLA radio telescope and within sight of the growing
Magdalena Ridge Observatory of New Mexico Tech in Socorro. The Village is a
community much more interesting than perhaps first meets the eye. It was the local
business and art folks in Magdalena, mainly through the Chamber of Commerce,
that encouraged ESSP to settle in the area starting in April, 2015. The community
had hosted a local astronomy event for the first time in 2014.
The Society is informally headquartered at the Astronomical Lyceum on South
Main Street and was incorporated in New Mexico in 2015. We received federal
non-profit status in 2017. Mr. Bob Pody, a master visual observer, serves as the
MAS president and operates a home observatory southwest of the village. The
Astronomical Lyceum is a privately run astronomical museum, library, lab and
lecture hall that involves many members of MAS. Most MAS public events, as well
as ESSP planning meetings, are held at the Lyceum.
We regret very much, by the way, that the Astronomical Lyceum is not able to host
the ESSP lectures this year – the Briggs family who own the facility are presently in
the middle of new home construction -- construction that is taking a month longer
than originally promised by the builder -- and the Lyceum hall is thus currently
occupied by temporary domestic storage! If you’ve heard about the historic
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instruments displayed at the Lyceum and are eager to see them, please contact Mr.
John Briggs who may be able to accommodate some small-group spontaneous visits,
at least for folks who can step-around furniture and ignore clutter! Within a few
months, the Lyceum’s displays will be better than ever, and we hope you’ll return
next year, if not sooner, to see them.
A major ongoing project of the MAS is the construction of a 37-inch f/4.6
Dobsonian telescope in collaboration with Wheaton College of Norton,
Massachusetts. Recent progress has been led by our senior astronomer, Dr. Dan
Klinglesmith, a long-time leader of the ESSP, and Bob Pody, an expert woodworker
(and retired hydrologist). The large primary mirror was made by Intermountain
Optics of Utah. Although this project is taking us much longer to complete than
originally envisioned, we’re confident the telescope will see first light before next
year’s ESSP. The instrument will be a towering structure and may initially be used
in an area we call the courtyard, a back-yard associated with both the home
laboratory being developed by MAS member Mr. Eric Toops, and with the
Astronomical Lyceum. Although this shielded area is near the center of Magdalena,
it amazes us how easily we can often see the zodiacal light nearly to zenith on certain
evenings of the year.
The relatively recent arrival of Eric Toops (an electronics engineer, among many
interests and skills) to our community has been a huge boon for local astronomy.
Mr. Toops has undertaken the refurbishment of the larger school complex
connected to the 1936 gym building that serves as the Lyceum, and he has a strong
interest in optics, along with his specialty, solar imaging. We expect many interesting
telescopes will soon be housed and operating behind the Toops Laboratory and the
adjoining Astronomical Lyceum.
Among recent returning visitors to Magdalena in the last year have been celestial
photographers Mr. Dan Llewellyn of Deerlick Astronomy Village in Georgia; Mr.
Antoine Ribaut, a native of France now living in New York City; and Dr. Robert Q.
Fugate of Albuquerque, an expert in astronomical adaptive optics. All will be
attending and/or speaking at ESSP 2018. Mr. Ribaut is coming directly from an
observing session in the high-altitude Atacama Desert in Chile. Also returning to
Magdalena and attending ESSP for the first time is photojournalist, educator, and
celestial photographer Mr. Stan Honda of New York.
A first-time participant coming from particularly far this year is Mr. Yann Lemans of
Switzerland, who heard about Magdalena and the ESSP at the 2017 solar eclipse in
Oregon. Mr. Lemans is especially intrigued regarding the opportunity of more
2

European astronomers visiting the American Southwest to enjoy our generally
excellent observing conditions. He is also interested in the prospect of larger
telescopes being set up in our area.
FOAH Observatory is a facility operating just outside Magdalena above the home of
MAS members John and Liz Briggs. Last year’s ESSP included results from a 200mm f/3 Officina Stellare astrograph and CCD camera running there, a system that
had been developed by the late Rick Thurmond of the Albuquerque Astronomical
Society. This instrument, although still available for use, has since been replaced in
the FOAH dome by a 16-inch RCOS reflector and CCD camera running on a
Paramount ME mounting, the complete system very kindly being lent to FOAH by
Mr. Christian Pérez of Sweden. An initial result from this telescope allowed FOAH
coauthorship in an asteroid rotation study led by Mrs. Caroline Odden and her
students at Phillips Academy in Massachusetts. FOAH now has a permanent
observatory designation by the IAU’s Minor Planet Center, “V23.”
Local students led by Magdalena science teacher Mr. Jim Sauer have very recently
created a new facility called the Kids’ Science Café in an old but spacious & ideal
village-owned building at 202 Spruce Street. This will be the site of the 2018 ESSP
Friday afternoon lectures, running 1:00 to 5:00 PM. Mr. Sauer is an unusually
energetic and dedicated science teacher who recognizes the great potential of extracurricular experience to motivate students toward science and engineering. More
than any other local teacher so far, Mr. Sauer brings local students to the annual
ESSP and to year-round activity the Astronomical Lyceum. His programs justify
much of what we do in the MAS.
Other educational programs that benefit from MAS activity include the long-running
and prestigious Summer Science Program in astronomy for high school students that
annually tours the Lyceum, as well as groups like the biennial tour of astrophysics
graduate students led by Professor Steve Majewski of University of Virginia.
Local projects for the near future include the addition of a spacious RV trailer to
serve as a control room at the FOAH Observatory site, the development of a meterclass aluminizing facility at the Toops Laboratory, and follow-through to house many
telescopes in the Lyceum collection that we hope will be enjoyed by future visitors,
the most significant in hand being a 24-inch observatory reflector by Boller &
Chivens, formerly of University of New Mexico. An unusual 22-inch Celestron
Schmidt-Cassegrain has recently been donated and is another prospect for the
future.
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Thank you so much again for your interest and participation in ESSP 2018. Please
consider visiting us outside the annual event – we’re trying to do a lot at once, more
than we can even mention here. We’re excited for progress being made. We’re
especially grateful for recent organizational and creative progress in our MAS and
ESSP websites by Mr. Bob Greschke, and very especially for a foundation of
professional organization laid by Ms. Linell Jones, a principal project manager of
ESSP through recent years -- years having proven critical to the maintenance and
growth of the event.
--John W. Briggs,
for the Magdalena Astronomical Society, Inc.
October 7, 2018.
john.w.briggs@gmail.com
970-343-0618

A recent astrographic result by Dr. Robert Q. Fugate using the FOAH Observatory
site at 6,500 feet altitude, about 2.5 miles north of the Village of Magdalena.
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